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7th

Faithful Service

The idea of being in a job for sixty-nine years would
overwhelm many of us, but at the start of February the
Queen celebrated reigning for that length of time.  The
Bible encourages us to pray for those who lead the
nations of the world, because it recognizes that good
government is vital for the well-being of all and that if
we enjoy the privileges of living in a country we have
responsibilities towards it too.  Most people admire the
faithful service of Elizabeth II and it is probably easy to
be sincere in our prayers for her.  She sets a great
example with her faithful attendance at worship and
willingness to describe how her faith sustains her life.
On the other hand we may feel less enthusiastic about
some of our elected politicians.  Arguably those we
think are wrong may be even more in need of our
prayers!  But there are times when Our Lord’s words to
give God what belongs to God may trump His other
command to give the state what it deserves.  Quite
rightly we admire in history those faithful Christians
who spoke truth to power in both Fascist and
Communist regimes. We have work to do to remind
government that the Christian faith is a positive in the
public sphere and not a problem to be solved. When
Elizabeth II was a young woman the government
regularly promoted days of national prayer in a time of
crisis; can we persuade them to do so again?

The Second Sunday
before Lent
5th Week 

of the Year

The natural world is much in the news at the
moment as our need to be wise stewards of our
planet is discussed. Noah arguably led the first
conservation endeavour when he used his ark to
protect all living life from extinction. We might
also think of the wonderful biblical song from
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, after they
had survived the flaming fiery furnace, and sang
of how all creation points to and celebrates God.
Famously our Lord Jesus Christ told us to look at
the lilies of the field, which God has made so
beautiful. With such a divine fan it is not
surprising that there are so many Christian
legends about the plants and the flowers. Those
of you who have been to Walsingham, in
February, have probably enjoyed the wonderful
snowdrop walk around the Abbey grounds. One
story describes how the first snowdrop grew from
the tears of Eve as she left the Garden of Eden.  It
was a tiny sign of hope for the future of better
things to come; something more than fulfilled
when Mary, the second Eve, said yes to the
request to be the Mother of God’s Son. Almost no
plant can flourish above ground without unseen
roots.  They all remind us that to grow in faith we
need to be rooted in God, which means we need
to be connected with things such as the
scriptures, prayer, the Sacraments, the Spirit-filled
traditions of the church and daily lives of loving
service.  
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From the Fathers
God the Creator answers the world’s frustrations by giving
himself to be the Rescuer and Saviour. Humanity fails to give
itself rightly to humanity and to God; so God’s answer is to give
himself utterly to humanity. That is the meaning of Jesus Christ,
and Calvary, and Easter. 

‘The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
his glory, full of grace and truth.’ God was rescuing the world
and humanity from mess into which it had got itself.

Archbishop Michael Ramsey (1904-1988)

Prayers to Remember
O Lord, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord
of lords, the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne
behold all the dwellers upon earth: Most heartily we beseech
thee with thy favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign Lady,
Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy
Holy Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in
thy way. Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in
health and wealth long to live; strengthen her that she may
vanquish and overcome all her enemies; and finally after this
life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Queen’s Majesty, Book of Common Prayer
(1662).


