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20th

Shock and awe

In Mark’s Gospel Jesus has a ‘shock and awe’ ministry.
We hear and see him in one dramatic encounter after
another in rapid succession. A repeated question is
‘Who then is this?’ Jesus is constantly challenging the
disciples, stretching their experience of the possibilities
of God’s power and grace.  The chaos of the wind and
waves echoes the turmoil they must have been
experiencing in their hearts and minds. In Jesus they
were witnessing God at work in individual lives healing,
liberating and giving life. In today’s Gospel Jesus has to
be woken up to the fear and chaos around him, Jesus
is not affected by the storm the surrounds the disciples.
He is at peace and he is a source of peace.

Let Jesus be the source of peace in your life. Let faith
in him drive away fearfulness. Let attention and
reflection on his word provide guidance and strength.
Don’t doubt that Jesus has the power and authority
over all that brings trouble to the heart and mind. St
Mark shows us time and time again that in Jesus God is
present, at work and in charge. Do not doubt as the
disciples did he cares for you and will help you in ways
you could not imagine. All that it asks of us is that we
tell him and trust him.
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FROM THE FATHERS
A treatise on the Trinity by St Faustinus (d. 381)

Christ, king and priest for ever
Our Saviour received a bodily anointing and so became a true
king and a true priest. Both king and priest he was of his very
self; a saviour could be nothing less. Hear in his own words how
he himself became a king: I have been appointed king by God
on Zion his holy mountain. Hear in the Father’s words that he
was a priest: You are a priest for ever in the line of Melchizedek.
Aaron was the first under the law to be made a priest by being
anointed with chrism, yet the Father does not say, “in the line
of Aaron,” lest it be believed that the Saviour’s priesthood could
be passed on by inheritance, for at that time Aaron’s priesthood
was transmitted by lineal descent. But the Saviour’s priesthood
is not inherited because this priest lives on for ever. Therefore
Scripture says: You are a priest for ever in the line of
Melchizedek.

There is, therefore, a saviour in the flesh who is both a king
and a priest, though his anointing was not physical but spiritual.
Among the Israelites, those kings and priests who were actually
anointed with oil were either kings or priests. No man could be
both king and priest; he had to be one or the other. Only Christ
was both king and priest; because he had come to fulfil the law,
he alone possessed the twofold perfection of kingship and
priesthood.

Blessed God in his Angels & his Saints
On 24th June the Church celebrates the Nativity of St John
the Baptist. e keeping of the birthday of St John the Baptist
is a very early feast of the Church, being listed in 506 at the
Council of Agde (southern France) as a major local
celebration. e Feast celebrates the birth of the one who was
to be the precursor, the forerunner, of Christ. St Luke gives
ecial and detailed aention to the account of John the
Baptist’s conception (see St Luke 1), seeing in John’s very
beginnings an outworking of God’s providence and a
foreshadowing of the ministry and person of the Son of God.  

It was in the womb of Elizabeth that the yet-to-be-born
Baptist leaps like David before the Ark of the Covenant when
his Saviour and his Lord is present in the womb of the
Mother of God.  Aer Our Lady, St John the Baptist is the
most honoured of God’s saints being honoured by a feast both
for his birth and for his death.

Coect for St John the Baptist’s Day
Almighty God, by whose providence thy servant John Baptist
was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of thy Son
our Saviour, by preaching of repentance: Make us so to follow
his doctrine and holy life, that we may truly repent according
to his preaching; and aer his example constantly eak the
truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's
sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


